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Abour 65
million years ago that body, traveling perhaps 20 rimes faster than a bullet, is believed to have
drilled through Earth’s atmosphere and buried itself deep in Earth’s surface. The resulting
splash of material spread throughout the atmosphere in the form of finely powdered dust,
cutting off sunlight to such 2 degree tha, ir is thought, plants died and the dominant fauna,
the dinosaurs, were wiped out by starvation. Thar astronomical event allowed a tiny creature,

the ancestral mammal, to grow, differentiate, and fill vacated ecological niches, giving rise
eventually to bomo saptens. 1y
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